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The Seagull

qyuuqs Mission

The mission of the qyuuqs newspaper is to pro-

vide monthly communication to swədəbš, the Swi-
nomish Indian Tribal Community, near and far. We
are committed to serving as an apolitical forum for

SITC governing officials and all community members.
The newspaper is not intended to reflect the official

position of the governing body of the Swinomish
Indian Tribal Community, but rather reflects the ideas,

events, and thoughts of individual community
members and tribal staff. As such, the Swinomish

Tribe makes no claim as to the accuracy or content of
any of the articles contained therein.“Swinomish Kee Yoks Newspaper”

This issue of the qyuuqs is

available on the Swinomish website.
http://www.swinomish-nsn.gov/

The on-line version of qyuuqs is in full

color.
Because we are now on the internet, when sub-
mitting information or photos, please be aware
that everything published in Kee yoks will also be
on the internet and available to the world. Please
consider carefully whether anything you are
submitting might have information or images that
may not be appropriate for the internet. By sub-
mitting information or photographs to Kee yoks
for publication, we consider that you are agreeing
we can publish the information or photo in both
the paper version of the Kee yoks and on the
Swinomish Indian Tribal Community website.

An official
publication

of swədəbš 

Swinomish Indian

Tribal Community



Chairman’s Message:
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In the past 16 years Swinomish has grown not only in membership popula-
tion, but also in our governmental services. Our membership is now over 850
and growing. With this growth comes the increase in responsibility to provide
governmental services, a prosperous economy and a safe community. I want
to take a little bit of time to not only share a bit of our success, but to thank our
community for investing their trust into our Senators to ensure our member-
ship is taken care of today and tomorrow.

This past month our Senators held a retreat to discuss the strategic planning
for our Social Service Programs. One of our primary goals was to focus on
the concerns and opportunities of the Tribal Education Program. As we all
know, we have suffered from the quiet crisis in our community for generations
and that is the challenges of education from early learning to graduation; and
one of our most primary concerns is the early drop out of our high school stu-
dents. The Senate is committed to helping our members, young and old
alike, achieve their education goals, whether it is in the GED program, alterna-
tive high school, or returning to finish their degree at a public high school.

We have invested in the future of our children by enhancing our programs from birth to graduation and today
the community has several success stories with higher education. Presently we have numerous students who
have furthered their educational opportunities, whether it is a technical or specialty school, all the way to
bachelors and masters programs. As we know, the educational costs have increased as has the cost of liv-
ing, and to ensure our students are able to afford to obtain their educational goals the Senate increased the
financial support. If you are looking to return to school, please contact John Stephens to discuss higher edu-
cation opportunities.

Together with the Health, Education and Social Service Committee we would like to also address the con-
cerns of our youth attendance, testing and grades. This is not a new concern and we have faced tough times
with educational challenges. Yes, there are many recommendations that come from experts; but the one that
stands strong is the reality that it will take our community working together to address the challenges. We
have to remember, it takes one success story to continue to carry the hope for the future.

Each and every one of us have always taken the time to help a child in some manner; whether it is a break-
fast, a ride to school, help with homework, or even just being there to listen. One of our greatest attributes of
being Swinomish together is being invested in helping one another….it is the Swinomish way. I believe with
our strength and commitment to our children, we can overcome difficult times and provide a hand to help
them succeed.

Spring is here and there are several important events we celebrated and a few more coming up in the next
few weeks! We celebrated the 10th Anniversary of Earth Day on April 25th! To all those who staff and commu-
nity members who helped to take care of our Mother Earth; we thank you. A much deserved appreciation to
Todd Mitchell and his staff members, Tiffany Hoyopatubbi and Tanisha Gobert from the Planning Water Re-
source Department for their efforts to continuously coordinate a monumental event for our community.

Mark your calendars; as we gear up for the Blessing of the Fleet on May 17th. The community gathering is to
provide us the protection for our fisherman, crabbers and shrimpers as they head out on the Salish Sea for
this year’s harvesting season. We are so thankful for the Creator for providing us the resources that sustain
our culture, rights, human health and way of life. Join us at the Swinomish gym for the Gathering at noon.

Please enjoy this wonderful spring weather and may the Creator bless you all.

Spee-pots
(Brian Cladoosby)

“One of our greatest attributes of being Swinomish together is be-

ing invested in helping one another—it is the Swinomish way.”



STC Title 19, Chapter 2, Clean Air Act was amended recently by the Swinomish Senate. Changes in the code include:

 Exclusion of certain sections of the Act which previously adopting the regulations of the NW Clean Air Agency as
the Tribe’s regulations

 Setting out general rules for open burning including when a permit is required

 Basic fire safety and suppression

 Setting procedure for calling of burn bans for both air quality and fire safety conditions

 Detailing the information required for a burn permit; sets out requirements for special use permits for agricultural burning and training

fires

 Increasing fees to $100 for the first day of burning and $50 for subsequent days

 Setting out standard conditions typically to be included in burn permits

 Detailing enforcement and appeals process including potential penalties
The amended codes are available for review on our website at http://www.swinomish-nsn.gov. Paper copies are available for review at the Swi-

nomish library, the Tribal Clerk's office, the Office of the Tribal Attorney, the Senate’s Executive Assistant, Social Services and Planning.

Corrections:

 Due to the production of the Swinomish Annual Report, there was not a February 2012, issue #2.

 In the April issue of the qyuuqs La Conner School attendance may have created the impression that students

had missed only 2 or less days from the beginning of September. In fact, the attendance record was for only the

month of February. A perfect attendance recognition for the year will appear in the qyuuqs after school has

ended in June.
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RECENT TRIBAL CODE AMENDMENTS

Job Announcement:

The Swinomish Human Resource department is now accepting applications for temporary employment for the Tribal crabbers and fishers. The rate of
pay is $10.00 per hour and no benefits. Requirements are a High School Diploma or GED, in some cases a Driver’s License, and able to pass a drug
test and background check.

Positions available will be in Public Works Department, Prevention and any other department.

Applications are available at the Human Resource office, Monday thru Thursday, 8:30am to 5:00pm.

Thank you,
Wayne Bill, H.R.

M E M O R A N D U M
To: Fireworks Stands Owners
From: Fireworks Committee
Date: April 23, 2012
Re: Calendar for Summer Fireworks Sales – 2012

The calendar has been modified to provide more time for stand construction.
Fourth of July Season
Permit Sales April 30, 2012, 8:30am – May 17, 2012, 12:00 p.m. (NOON)

The Accounting Office is closed for lunch each day from 12:00 to 12:30.
Accounting cannot make change, please bring exact amount owed.

Please note we are on a 4-day work schedule (Monday thru Thursday). Thanks
Public Drawing May 17, 2012, 3:00 pm
Stand Construction May 19, 2012 – June 3, 2012
Retail Sales June 1, 2012 – July 11, 2012
Wholesale Sales May 25, 2012 – July 23, 2012
Stand Removal July 9, 2012 – July 23, 2012
Rates:
Stand Owners
Permit Fee: $125 North End and $100 Village, Sani-cans $70 Dumpsters $85 North End Improvement
(First Year Only) $100 Refundable Clean Up Deposit: $100 Insurance: $415. All must be paid before the drawing.
Wholesalers
Permit Fee: $500 + $275 per container. Refundable Clean Up Deposit (on removal of container and inspection of the site) $500 North End Im-
provement Fee paid annually $100. Wholesalers have the time constraints listed above.
Proof of general liability insurance for a minimum of $1,000,000 per incident and $2,000,000 aggregate is required. The Swinomish Indian
Tribal Community must be listed as ‘additional insured’. It is required that the insurance deductible not exceed $1,000.00. If your deductible
is a higher amount, you may contact your insurance company to make a change OR deposit the difference with us. We cannot issue a permit
nor accept containers on our premises until this requirement is met. All Insurance Certificates will be approved by our Legal Dept.
Food Vendors
Permit Fee: $100, Sani-cans $70. Must have Food Handlers permit from Social Services. Stands must be at least 50 feet from the nearest fire-
works stand.
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With this issue we focus on past

events that have occurred in and around

the Swinomish Community. We had a

tremendous Swinomish Clean-up Day/

Earth Day. We’ve included some photos

of this event. However, please read next

month’s issue where we will provide in

depth information of the impact commu-

nity members made on that special day.

A hearty thank-you should go out to all

of the planners and participants of the

event. Great job!

Further, in this issue we look at commu-

nity events like the opening of the new

Swinomish Lodge, the Education Din-

ner, the Tulip Festival Parade, the newly

formed Calling All Colors club at La

Conner High School and the Story Pole

dedication at Skagit Valley College.

These were tremendous occasions that

empower the Swinomish Community.

We are very pleased to share the happen-

ings at these events!

In addition, there were several events

outside the community that were con-

cerning to the Swinomish Community.

We feature stories and photos from the

Lushootseed Language Conference, the

American Indian Higher Education Con-

sortium National Conference, and the

International Indigenous Education

Gathering & Conference held at the Uni-

versity of British Columbia.

Lastly, we are happy to provide informa-

tion on upcoming events that all of the

Swinomish Community should check

out!

Thank you for reading the qyuuqs (Kee

Yoks)! Please feel free to contact me

at: mvendiola@swinomish.nsn.gov or

360.466.7258

Please find us on the web at:

http://www.swinomish.org/news.aspx
Facebook: ‘Swinomish Kee Yoks News-
paper’
Twitter: ‘KeeYoksNews’

From the qyuuqs (Kee Yoks) Editor: Michael M. Vendiola

From Shelley Roberts:

All tribal members and tribal employees are able to obtain employee rates (which is approximately 40% off) at all
hotels within the Wyndham Group. If you are attending a conference, this would be good not only to save your de-
partment money from the travel budget, but also for personal use. Those hotels are:

To make employee and tribal community member reservations at any of these hotels (EXCLUDING the Ramada in
Ocean Shores), you will need to come see me and I can make the reservation for you. Once the reservation is
made, I will print out an employee voucher for you to take with you to the hotel and present upon check-in.

To make employee reservations at the Ramada in Ocean Shores, you will need to phone them at: 360-289-7700 and
inform them, before making your reservation, that you are either a Swinomish tribal member or a Swinomish tribal
employee.

If anyone should have any questions regarding this, please feel free to contact me.

Thank you,
Shelley

 Wyndham Hotels and Resorts

 Wyndham Grand Collection

 Wyndham Garden

 Tryp

 Wingate

 Hawthorn Suites

 Planet Hollywood

 Dream Hotels

 Night

 Ramada

 Days Inn

 Super 8

 Baymont Inn and Suites

 Microtel Inns and Suites

 Howard Johnson

 Travelodge

 Knights Inn
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Women’s Health
Fair is coming up
on May 24th!

This is an opportu-
nity for the women
of the community
to convene at their
medical home in
order to connect
with each other
and representatives
from various de-
partments of the
tribe. We hope to
celebrate our quest
for the greatest
quality of life we
can achieve in part through good health of mind, body and soul. Your medical clinic will offer full physi-
cal exams, mammograms, bone density screening, a full spread of healthy, delicious foods, beautiful gifts
generously donated by various artisans of the community and lots more. Even if it is not time for your an-
nual exam please come by to enjoy the other services offered. We look forward to celebrating with you!
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qyuuqs feature

What is your view on the

meaning of Earth Day? My inter-

pretation of what Earth Day is

involves being outside and beauti-

fying the Earth and teaching oth-

ers how to do the same. We take

and use fundamental resources

from the Earth everyday to bene-

fit ourselves, sometimes rarely

ever thinking about giving back.

Every time the sun rises and sets

there needs to be a deeper con-

nection with the Earth and human

beings. My ancestors didn't have

the commodities that I use today,

so these recent necessities that I

feel I need are what changed the

way I eat, travel and communi-

cate.

What happens when all of these

necessities are a burden to the

health of the planet Earth? Let’s

use a family classic, macaroni and

cheese as an example. Think

about how the macaroni and

cheese got to the convenience

store. It had to travel all the way

from where it was packaged in a

factory, shipped out of state, then

transported and stocked. My point

is that there is always a trail that

follows food, or what some might

call a carbon footprint.

The Meaning of Earth Day By Caroline Edwards

We all make our own carbon

footprint, but some of us choose

to lighten our carbon footprint by

making different living choices.

I asked a few people in the com-

munity what their views are on

what the meaning of Earth day is,

here is what one woman said.

“Being respectful to the Earth all

the time, not just on Earth Day.”

Another woman said, “Protecting,

cleaning and being aware that we

do have issues we have to face.”

Yes there are issues we do have to

face, especially when we’re deal-

ing with the health of our planet

Earth. The Earth can’t revive it-

self fast enough to enable the re-

growth of itself.

Looking West From Deadman's Island

So how do we plan to fix this

problem we have caused? Where

do we begin? One person can

make a difference. You can make

a difference by making healthier

living choices such as taking

shorter showers, unplugging your

electronics when you leave the

house, recycle at home, recycle

your electronics through e-cycle,

buying local foods. There are

plenty of ways you can make a

difference in this world, it’s up to

you to make the change happen.

Sources: Google Images
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2012 Swinomish Clean

Check out the

June issue of the

qyuuqs (Kee Yoks)

for an in depth

report on the im-

pact of the Swi-

nomish Clean-up/

Earth Day effort!
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The Education Dinner was

full of family, friends, teachers and

students. From the smallest toddler

to the graduating senior many stu-

dents were awarded for academic

advancement and were given small

gifts. The dinner included Indian

tacos with a sweet ending of cake.

Before the dinner actually started

teachers and their students met for

an end of the semester conference.

This event takes place twice a year

with great awards and good food.

2012 Graduating Seniors

Michael Wilbur, Martin Sampson, Landy James,

Tiyanna McCraigie, Madeline Cayou.

Graduating Seniors who are not pictured here

are Kelci Douglas and Dianne Quintasket.

up Day/Earth Day!
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Calling All Colors club at La Conner High School explores theme
of multiculturalism

Calling All Colors
At La Conner High school (LCHS) there is diversity among

the student body that includes a rainbow of races and

diversity. Rich cultures residing at LCHS can be shared

with others in order to help make positive changes

within the community by students! The club sponsors

action plans for change by students for students.

—Calling All Colors Facebook page

On April 18

Michael Ven-

diola visited the

Calling All Col-

ors club meet-

ing to facilitate

leadership ex-

ercises with

students.
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Easter Baptism

Lookout at Mt. Erie
Photo:Caroline Edwards

Congratulations to to all

the Swinomish babies who

were baptized on Easter

Weekend!

Children baptized: Bray-

den Moses, Athena Wil-

liams, Masen Williams,

Heidi Wilbur, Lauren Ed-

wards, and Timara Morris

Michaela Vendiola at the University of Washington Pow Wow
Photo: Michael M. Vendiola
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Swinomish community celebrates opening of new Swinomish Lodge

The new Swinomish Lodge

conference center was filled to

capacity during the community

dinner and blessing on April

04, 2012. A delicious meal was

served. Witnesses were called

for the blessing and good

words were shared by the tribal

leaders.
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Opioid dependence is a challenging and complicated
condition, but it can be treated. If you’re working to
overcome opioid dependence, you know the experi-
ence can sometimes be overwhelming. The Wellness
Program is expanding services in early summer 2012;
we will be providing more treatment options for opi-
ate dependence. If you have any questions please call
466-1024.

From the Wellness Program:

Opiod dependence support available
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By Diane I. VendiolaMrs. V’s 2 cents!

Sometime in life, as is our Swinomish

Way, a fortunate member of the com-

munity might be called to witness dur-

ing one of our gatherings. It just so

happened that I was called to be an

official witness during the dedication

of the story pole at Skagit Valley Col-

lege.

On that day, Monday, April 16, 2012,

the skies were offering us a down-

pour of huge raindrops which caused

me to remember soaking memories

of standing on the beach next to my

niece, Dussie Washington, as the rain

pounded down upon us and all the

others who had gathered together to

welcome our Canoe Journey guests

to our place in July 2011. I remember

that on that wet day, I avoided stand-

ing under the umbrella with Dussie as

she spoke into a microphone, grant-

ing permission to come ashore to

each canoe family and inviting them

to join us in celebrating the comple-

tion of their journey. ( I didn’t want to

stand too close to her because I was

afraid that the microphone she was

holding might short circuit and elec-

trocute both of us). I recall that every

time Dussie gestured and moved, the

umbrella she was holding dumped

about a quart of water on me. Thank

Goodness I was wearing my tradi-

tional Coast Salish wool shawl which

kept me partially dry.

But I digress. … Let me get back to

witnessing the story pole dedication

at Skagit Valley College (SVC). The

skies were pouring down rain, I mean

buckets. A podium had been set up

with a tiny awning covering it. I

sought shelter, standing under the

covered SVC entrance along with a

group of umbrella-less students and

SVC staff.

Standing under the awning, Janie

Beasley, Swinomish Tribal member

and president of the SVC Foundation

welcomed everyone and introduced

the new president of SVC, Dr. Tom

Keegan, who spoke of his happiness

regarding this occasion. Margaret

Rojas, Vice Chair of the SVC Board

of Trustees followed him, thanking

the audience, which included two

young children of our Tribe, Michael

Paul and Brandon Mitchell, for with-

standing the wet weather and ac-

knowledged the importance of having

the representation that this story pole

afforded in recognition of the first in-

habitants of this territory. When she

finished speaking, I thought I heard

my English name “Diane Vendiola”

called. I suddenly realized that a few

people had turned their heads and

were looking at me. I left my shel-

tered position and stepped forward

out into the rain. Once again, my

niece Dussie was in the picture, only

this time she was not holding a micro-

phone, she was holding a blanket,

which she draped over my left shoul-

der. She hugged me and pressed

into my hand the customary 2 quar-

ters, and we both said, “Thank you.”

Following her was Josephine Peters,

who made the same gesture. Tom

Wooten Samish Tribal Chairman was

also called as the second Witness.

We stood side by side along with my

son, Michael, in the pouring down

rain listening to Kevin Paul, our own

Swinomish carver, artist and Tribal

Councilman tell the story of the crea-

tion of the pole.

First Kevin introduced his wife Pat

Paul, who came out of the audience

(and the rain) to stand by his side.

Then Kevin told us how Dr. Tollafson

the ex-president of SVC, had con-

tacted him and related to him how

strongly moved he and his culinary

arts students had been by their in-

volvement during the Swinomish Ca-

noe journey hosting last July. He had

attended our initial planning meetings

and had volunteered to assist in the

provision of meals during the week

long event. Dr. Tollafson wanted a

remembrance mark-

ing the collaboration

and the joy that the

college’s volunteers

felt during their work with our Swi-

nomish Community. He suggested a

story pole that might convey this.

Kevin gave this request deep thought

and referred to his remembrances of

what he had been taught by his Eld-

ers.

Kevin went on to say that after a few

months, it came to him that the story

pole would symbolize the act of wel-

coming, as well as the feeling of be-

ing welcomed which is our traditional

gesture of a human figure raising

both arms, followed by the canoe,

symbolizing all of us pulling together

as a family and the act of hard work

as exemplified in our culture by the

beaver totem, the final form symbol-

izes our spirits guided by the eagle

located at the very top of the story

pole. He spoke of the value of learn-

ing and how he had learned so much

from his elders and teachers, and

also how fitting it was to locate the

story pole exactly where it was in

front of a learning institution.

Retiring President of SVC, Dr. Tollaf-

son was called forth to pull the rope

that would unveil the story pole. The

rope was pulled and the veil came

down revealing the new story pole. A

big “Ah-h-h” came from the audience.

It most certainly was a breath taking

symbol of our efforts to welcome

each other with respect and work to-

gether like a family guided by the ea-

gle spirit which flies higher than any

other bird. Kevin took the time and

did the work to remember our peo-

ples past. So now that Goodness and

that Wisdom of thousands of years of

tradition are shared once again on

this day and into the future when

many others see the story pole.

“We come from this Earth”

Continued—see ‘Vendiola’ on page 30
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The American Indian Higher Education Consortium 2012 By Caroline Edwards

“AIHEC is the collec-

tive spirit and unifying voice of

our nation’s Tribal Colleges

and Universities (TCUs). AIHEC

provides leadership and influ-

ences public policy on Ameri-

can Indian higher education

issues through advocacy, re-

search, and program initia-

tives; promotes and strength-

ens Indigenous languages, cul-

tures, communities, and tribal

nations; and through its unique

position, serves member insti-

tutions and emerging

TCUs.”(AIHEC Website).

The annual American Indian

Higher Education Consortium

was held in Rapid City, South

Dakota and occurred on March

23rd through March 27th. Over

30 tribal colleges participated

in this year’s AIHEC. I was

proud to be there representing

the Northwest Indian College

(NWIC) from Washington State.

There were at least 30 other

NWIC students who I traveled

with to AIHEC; amazingly the

NWIC is the only tribal college

that represents the Pacific

coast.

Honoring the Flags

Above– NWIC Students.

Below(5)- AIHEC Pow wow.

Left– Student Congress at the

Student Banquet. Students could sign up to compete against other tribal
colleges in the AIHEC Knowledge Bowl, Science Bowl,
Speech Competition, Art Show, Play Competition, Pow
wow competition, Bone Game Competition, and Boys

and Girls Basketball Tournament.

Honoring the Flags

Regular Members of AIHEC: Aaniiih Nakoda College, Bay Mills CC,

Blackfeet CC, Cankdeska Cikana CC, Chief Dull Knife College, College

of Menominee Nation, Diné College, Fond du Lac Tribal and CC, Fort

Berthold CC, Fort Peck CC, Haskell Indian Nations University, llisagvik

College, Institute of American Indian Arts, Keweena Bay Ojibwa CC,

Lac Courte Oreilles Ojibwa CC, Leech Lake Tribal College, Little Big

Horn College, Little Priest Tribal College, Navajo Technical College,

Nebraska Indian CC, Northwest Indian College, Oglala Lakota College,

Saginaw Chippewa Tribal College, Salish Kootenai College, Sinte Gle-

ska University, Sisseton Wahpeton College, Sitting Bull College,

Southwester Indian Polytechnic Institute, Stone Child College, Tohono

O’odham CC, Turtle Mountain CC, United Tribes Technical College,

White Earth Tribal and CC. Associate Members: College of the Musco-

gee Nation, Comanche Nation College, Red Lake Nation College, Wind

River Tribal College. International Member: Red Crow CC, Canada
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Stop the slow down to save Puget Sound
April 2, 2012

By Billy Frank, Jr., Chairman NWIFC

Being Frank

Polluted stormwater runoff is one of the biggest
obstacles to salmon recovery and the cleanup of
Puget Sound.

Scientists have seen adult coho salmon dying
within 24 hours of returning to some polluted ur-
ban streams in western Washington. In some
cases, 60 to 90 percent of the coho are dying be-
fore they can spawn.

What’s killing the fish? It’s a poison soup of
brake pad dust, oil, gasoline and other pollutants
that are washed by rain or melting snow from
yards, sidewalks, parking lots
and roads, right into our
streams and Puget Sound.

We need to stop the pollution
from getting into our waters
in the first place. Prevention
is a lot cheaper and more ef-
fective in the long run than
trying to clean up waters
once they are polluted.
Development has changed
the way rainwater runs off
here in western Washington.
Our watersheds were once
like giant sponges, absorbing rain in the fall and
winter, releasing it slow and steady in the spring
and summer. As our watersheds are paved over,
rainfall has nowhere to go except downhill. Fast.
Winter floods are becoming more intense, caus-
ing increased damage to property and salmon
habitat, while summer stream flows are becoming
too low for salmon returning to spawn.

We know there are ways to grow other than those
that hurt salmon. The Nisqually Tribe, for exam-
ple, is working closely with the Eatonville com-
munity to reverse its stormwater impacts on two
important salmon tributaries. The aim of the joint
project is to completely disconnect the city’s
stormwater system from the two rivers.

The Tulalip Tribes recently retrofitted a school’s
stormwater drains on their reservation with low
impact design technology. Engineered wetlands
help absorb stormwater runoff from the school,
while vegetation helps filter pollutants before
they can reach Tulalip Bay.

Low impact development reduces impacts to
salmon and our environment, and in most cases,
it actually costs developers less to do the right
thing.

The state Department of Ecology is working to-
ward a stormwater permit-
ting process to help cities
and developers stop polluted
runoff from getting into our
waters. One way is by re-
quiring low impact develop-
ment practices that help pre-
serve the natural conditions
that we still have left in our
watersheds.

These stormwater permits
have already been delayed
by the political process. They
need to move forward, and

soon. Puget Sound chinook have been on the En-
dangered Species Act list for more than a decade,
yet there have been no substantial improvements
to the environmental laws that got us into the
problem to begin with. That needs to change, and
the stormwater permitting process is a step in the
right direction.

Billy Frank Jr. is the chairman of the Northwest
Indian Fisheries Commission.

For more information, contact: Tony Meyer or
Emmett O’Connell, NWIFC, (360) 438-1181 or
visit nwifc.org.

“We need to stop the pol-
lution from getting into
our waters in the first
place. Prevention is a lot
cheaper and more effective
in the long run than trying
to clean up waters once
they are polluted.”
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From the Tribal Archive: Theresa Trebon, Tribal Archivist

For over a century, the people of the Swinomish Indian Tribal Community have cared for the
village cemetery with loving attention. The cemetery, set aside in the village plat in 1903, is
first mentioned in written accounts in 1910 when the Puget Sound Mail reported, “The Indians
on the Swinomish reservation have recently fixed up the reservation cemetery on the south
end of the reservation and it makes a very nice appearance. The plot of ground is 350’ x 150’
in dimensions and a neat wire fence has been built around same. The cost of material alone
amounted to $250.00 besides the labor involved. A collection was taken up at the reservation
church for the purpose of defraying the expenses. In ten minutes time $270.00 was raised
and since that time amounts have been handed over to a total of $300.00 to cover the ex-
penses of fixing up the cemetery in a neat and attractive manner.”

But when did Swinomish begin observing Memorial Day? That yearly holiday began in 1866
when the Grand Army of the Republic (GAR), Union veterans from the Civil War, set aside
May 30th to "remember the sacrifices of their fallen comrades." Observance of the holiday,
known as “Decoration Day,” grew each year to encompass remembering all military veterans.
By the early 1900s, GAR posts across the country marked the event in local cemeteries. That
included La Conner where the “Larabee GAR Post” and American Legion, led observances at
Pleasant Ridge.

Swinomish did not start observing the event at the Village Cemetery until 1925. The delay in
adopting the holiday, which became known as Memorial Day, is understandable given that
tribal members did not partake in the armed conflicts of the Civil or Spanish-American War.
But by the 1920s, that had changed. Despite not being allowed the full benefits of American
citizenship, tribal members Garfield Day, Sam Kadim, Martin Sampson, George McLeod Sr.,
and Alfred Edwards had served in World War I and the concept of honoring military veterans
was embraced by the community. The earliest written account, from May 1927, reported that
“Charles Wilbur gave a welcoming speech in which he explained that according to old Indian
customs, the serious service was held in the morning and games and feasting in the afternoon.” Swinomish soon
made the holiday their own with “Memorial exercises and decoration,” followed by a salmon barbecue at American

Hall, (served by the indomitable Ladies Wel-
fare Club), speakers and then sports. Base-
ball took center stage most every year as
did canoe racing on the Swinomish Channel
and sometimes bone games.

By the late 1940s, the Swinomish Memorial
Day event had become renowned in the
county. The Tribe began charging a small
fee for the barbequed salmon dinner, or sell-
ing salmon-to-go for “your Memorial Day
picnic.” All proceeds were devoted to caring
for the Tribal Cemetery. In 1962, the Memo-
rial Day salmon sale brought in $206 for the
cemetery, (over $1500.00 in 2012 dollars)
and Tandy Wilbur Sr. noted “The idea carry-
ing out the ceremonies etc. of Decoration
Say as started by the older people ahead of
us (is) a good one and it is one way of gain-
ing more cooperative feeling and community
spirit and working together.”

The Memorial Day salmon fundraising din-

ners, which benefited the cemetery fund,

appear to have ended by the late 1980s.

However, the Tribe’s dedication to remem-

bering its military veterans, departed mem-

bers, and caring for their final resting place,

is as strong as ever.

Puget Sound Mail
May 28, 1970



Page 18swədəbš qyuuqs



Page 19swədəbš qyuuqs



Page 20swədəbš qyuuqs

Unwind—Learn

Unwind.

Allow wisdom and knowledge to

flood the mind.

Yearn to earn.

For there is a plethora in life to

learn.

Thelkomot #2
Jonathan Harvey Jack, 2012

An ear
Of corn
It heard.
Two eagles
Soaring, cavorting
Spinning round
And round
Thermaling up.
Til 2 dots
I wonder...
What has
Stirred butterflies
Within them?

—Paul Villaluz

Deadman’s Island

Photo: Caroline Edwards

swedebS Community Arts swedebS Community Arts
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Swinomish Canoe Family participates in Tulip Festival Parade

All photos by Robin Carneen-Edwards

swedebS Community Arts swedebS Community Arts
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Monday, May 28, 2012
Swinomish Cemetery
Memorial services at 10:00 AM

Swinomish Memorial
Day Services

Memorial Day Softball Tournament
May 26 & 27, 2012
John K. Bob Ball Park

Call Steve Edwards, Jesse Edwards or Aly John for more information.

Please join us for

The Annual Blessing of the Fleet & First
Salmon Ceremony
Thursday, May 17, 2012
@ 12:00 noon
The luncheon will take place
At the Swinomish Gymnasium
Blessing to Follow

In Memory of

Robert Hayman

Over 30 years of
dedicated
work for the
Swinomish Tribe
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Happy belated birthday to La Hail By (Ivan Willup), Director
of Senior Services. He celebrated his birthday with cake and
friends at the Senior Center! Pictured with Diane Vendiola.

Photo: Caroline Edwards
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Seattle, Washington—One Saturday, April 21, Swinomish elder Diane Vendiola,

Swinomish Senator Brian Porter, Swinomish Culture Department staff Aurelia

Washington, Director and Josephine Peters

and qyuuqs (Kee Yoks) Editor, Michael Ven-

diola attended the 3rd Annual Lushootseed

Language Conference. The event was hosted

by Seattle University’s Office of the Presi-

dent. Seattle University President, Stephen

Sundborg, SJ, offered words of welcome to all

of the attendees. The theme of this year’s con-

ference was ‘A New Canoe: Teaching Lan-

guage and Culture with today’s Technology.’ Approximately 40 people were in atten-

dance representing tribes such as Swinomish, Lummi, Upper Skagit, Sauk Suiattle, Tu-

lalip, Snohomish, Suquamish, and Puyal-

lup. There were several non-native schol-

ars and attendees as well.

Jill LaPointe (Upper Skagit) also wel-

comed everyone in her role as Director of

the non-profit organization Lushootseed Research. During her welcome she

related that the mission of this year’s conference was to challenge partici-

pants to engage in the use of modern day technology to help preserve the

Lushootseed language. Deryle Lonsdale (Upper Skagit) and professor at

Brigham Young University emphasized the challenges of technology in his

presentation entitled, “Online dictionaries for Native American languages

including Lushootseed.” Other topics included an analysis of Coast Salish

design, the historical role, impact, and implications of spirituality in the

language and culture of the Puget Coast Salish, an update on the Vi Hil-

bert Website Project, a review of an upcoming book by Pauline Hillaire

(Lummi) entitled, “A Totem Pole History: Uses of Digital Media to Pre-

serve Oral Literature,” and an art workshop focused on Puget Salish tex-

tile weaving and language.

The conference concluded with an interactive plenary session led by

Cassy George (Suquamish). Cassy engaged all conference attendees by

creating a “Lushootseed only” space whereby everyone had to communi-

cate through the Lushootseed language. Further, she conducted games that

served as learning tools for the language. The workshop was challenging

and highly engaging.

Although challenging the

interactive was impressive

to all the attendees, whether

beginning learns to sea-

soned speakers.

The day concluded with

closing words from Jill and

a closing song from atten-

dee Snohomish Chairman

Michael Evans.

Father Pat sends his love from Seattle University!

Laurel Sercombe, UW, discusses the Vi Hilbert Website
Project.

Lushootseed language conference challenges participants to use new technologies

President Stephen Sundgor & Jill LaPointe

Swinomish tribal members amongst attendees

Fr. Pat listening to Lummi elder Marga-
ret Greene

Cassy George, Suquamish, demonstrating language instruc-
tion
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RADIO REMOTE

with 92.9 KISM!
PRIZE GIVE AWAYS
INCLUDING:
 GIFT CARDS
 BIKES
 BASKET BALL HOOP
 CARVINGS
 AND MUCH, MUCH MORE!

SURPRISE GAS PROMO-
TION TO BE ANNOUNCED
TWO DAYS BEFORE EVENT
ON KISM 92.9

DAILY SPECIALS
JOIN US
MAY 14TH THRU 18TH

Friday, May 18, 2012
11:00am to 3:00pm

W I N !

F U N !

F R E E
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Janie Beasley, President of SVC Foundation &

Swinomish tribal member, addresses the audi-

ence.

Approximately 100 attendees endured a

downpour of rain to dedicate a new story

pole that now sits at the entry way of Skagit

Valley College (SVC). Wa lee hub (Kevin

Paul) carved the pole so that stronger rela-

tions could be built between SVC, Swi-

nomish tribe and all tribal nations. Visitors

who drive onto the main entrance of the

college campus will be greeted by the ap-

proximately 35 foot tall story pole. This

greeting will have different meanings to

different visitors. Native visitors will see

the pole and immediately know that the

college is a place of welcome for tribal peo-

ple. Non-Native visitors will see the pole as

an expression of cross-cultural understand-

ing where differing backgrounds and per-

spectives are welcomed.

Various dignitaries were on hand for the

occasion including SVC President Tom

Keegan, Swinomish Senators Sapelia (Sophie Bailey), Wa lee hub (Kevin Paul), and

Ya qua leaous (Brian Porter), Swinomish tribal member and SVC Foundation

President Janie

Beasley, SVC Board of

Trustee Vice Chair Mar-

garet Rojas, and Sam-

ish Chairman Tom

Wooten. Witnesses

were called to remem-

ber the dedication

ceremonies. Immedi-

ately following the

dedication attendees

retreated from the rain

for a reception. The

Swinomish Canoe Fam-

ily presented songs and

dances for the occasion.

Swinomish Senator, Ya qua

leouse (Brian Porter), shares

words on behalf of the Senate.

Wa lee hub (Kevin Paul), Swinomish Senator

and carver of the pole, stands with one of the

figures.
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During this economic down turn I have witnessed companies crippled by the shockwave of recession. I

share with you lessons from survivors.

Face reality and think worst case scenario. Hoping for positive results is not a management strategy.

Putting off tough decisions in some cases may increase the likelihood of total business failure.

Look big picture; devise a strategy for recovery and base short term decisions on your long term strat-

egy. “Winging-it” from day to day will not work and is likely to waste valuable resources.

Recognize that which needs to be done and follow through.

Be patient, stick to your strategy, and make small changes when necessary but do not continuously change strategy when

things get tough.

Increase the mobility of people during crisis. Help them move to more productive jobs within the company or encourage them

to find work outside of the company where their skills can be compensated.

The alternative option to the points mentioned above is to hold onto an overhead structure that is not supported by sales and con-

tinue doing things the same -as the world changes. Over time, sometimes a short period of time, the company and personal re-

sources of the company owner will be depleted until the business fails. Everybody loses in total business failure. This is a very sad

thing to witness and unfortunately I have seen it too many times as companies ignore reality and ultimately close their doors when

they may have had the option of surviving if they committed to acting on tough decisions.

Jim Stanley is a tribal member of the Quinault Nation, Past-Vice President of the Quinault Nation Enterprise Board, and board member of the Northwest Native

American Chamber. He is a senior lender with Craft3, a non-profit loan fund lending to Sovereign Nations and tribal member owned businesses. Jim freely shares

his knowledge and can be reached for comment at: jstanley@craft3.org.

Native Business: Memoirs from the Battle Field

Jim Stanley



Occurring at the First Nations Longhouse on the University of British

Columbia (UBC) campus, the organizers of the International Indigenous

Education Gathering & Conference (IIEGC) strongly recognized that the

gathering was being held on the traditional and unceded territory of the

Musqueam First Nation. This set the tone for the gathering/conference

that focused on its theme of ‘Hands Back, Hands Forward: Sharing In-

digenous Intellectual Traditions’. The theme itself gained inspiration

from Musqueam wisdom that expressed that individuals

should always seek knowledge as well as share knowl-

edge with the community.

The gathering was held April 11 & 12 prior to the

American Educational Research Association gathering

that would play host to some 20,000 participants in

downtown Vancouver, BC. However, participants in the

IIEGC deeply appreciated the much smaller gathering

because it allowed for more intimate and focused dia-

logue on issues and topic related to Indigenous educa-

tion. World renown Indigenous scholars from many na-

tions across the world convened to share educational

methods they use in their home communities. Jo-ann

Archibald, from the Sto:lo Nation and faculty member at

UBC, hosted the event with faculty from Simon Fraser

University. Each day began and ended with a prayer

from Musqueam elder Rose Point. Rose and other com-

munity elders were witness to the gathering, staying

throughout the entire event and commenting when called

upon. Each day consisted of

keynote speakers and panels of

educators who shared the re-

search they had spent many

hours developing.
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Indigenous education conference seeks to
amend educational practice through tradi-
tional knowledge

Youth delegate from Alaska

Sto:lo tribal member & UBC faculty, Jo-ann
Archibald

Participants engage in experiential activity

Tribal members from the U.S. listen in
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How to REGISTER to vote in state and
federal elections

If you will be 18 by the next election (November 6) and are not
registered to vote, you may pick up mail-in Voter Registration
forms from Mary Ellen Cayou in the Social Services Building.
You can use the same form to update your registration if your
name or address has changed. If you need help completing the
form, Mary Ellen will help you. You can also register to vote
online at https://wei.secstate.wa.gov/olvrsite/.

Monday, October 8, 2012 is the last day to submit voter reg-
istration forms by mail or to register online in order to vote
in the November General Election, scheduled for November 6,
2012. You may register in person at the Skagit County
Auditor’s Office until October 29, 2012.

Any registered voter who fails to transfer his or her residential
address by the above deadline may vote according to his or her
previous registration address.

Dr. Keegan then invited all to proceed

into the multipurpose room in order to

get out of the downpour of rain.

We marched into the SVC and stood

as Dussie introduced the Swinomish

Canoe Family; drummers, singers

and dancers. She went on to explain

that the Canoe Family’s wish was to

honor the event and those present by

singing and dancing the Welcome

Song and the Healing Song. (I have

been told that songs and singing are

a gift. And that to dance is an expres-

sion of gratitude for our life.)

Dussie expressed gratitude and good

wishes to the college and the new

President. She said, that an Elder

had told her that to have rain pour

down on a ceremony indicates that

the Creator is blessing the occasion

Dr. Keegan then graciously invited us

to sit down and help ourselves to the

cookies and beverages at the rear of

the room. He thanked us for attending

the dedication and asked us to take

time to dry off and stay and visit one

another for as long as we wanted.

I know that when I am called forth as

a witness, I am then responsible to

look, learn and listen in the spirit of

passing what I see, understand and

hear on to the people. When I accept

the gift of the blanket and the coins I

am accepting an honored responsibil-

ity. Each time I am honored to be

called as a witness good memories of

times past in the place come to my

mind. On this particular day a few

among many memories came to me;

my son, Rudy’s graduation from SVC,

and myself graduating with Willie Bai-

ley, being in classes with Jim Wilbur,

attending Minority Advisory Commit-

tee meetings with the late Bob Joe,

and most of all I remember my late

husband and my dear friend and col-

league, Mary Lou Cladoosby studying

at SVC.

It is an honored responsibility to be

called as a witness. Witnesses must

keep memory-record of the occasion

so that they can authenticate it later

on. It is a legacy of thousands of

years that we continue today to build

and strengthen good relationships. It

is who we are. It is difficult to try to

write about who we are and the ways.

Putting words on paper in language

not our own is a very poor vehicle to

try to communicate about our ways.

The huge difference is just that, read-

ing it is definitely not being with it and

practicing the discipline of our long

ago ancestors—The discipline of lis-

tening in human- to- human encoun-

ters.

Vendiola—continued from page 14

Diane I. Vendiola, Swinomish tribal elder, is a
regular contributor to the qyuuqs (Kee Yoks),
continues to serve the tribe in her retirement, and
is a loving grandmother.
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Swinomish Annual
Sobriety Dinner
May 30, 2012 at 6 PM
Swinomish Youth Center
Weekly planning Weds., 1 PM, Youth Center
Submit nominations for Joe Dunn Award &
Elder Recognition 2012 at the Social Services
Bldg. and SITC Admin. Bldg.



Island County Historical Museum seeks visitors and volunteers in
Snakelum canoe restoration
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Greetings to the Swinomish Community!

Late last year, our museum was granted finan-
cial assistance, from the Swinomish Indian
Tribal Community to restore the Snakelum
Family Canoe. Additionally, Swinomish sup-
plied the cedar logs that will be used in the
restoration. Since it was gifted to Wylie Hes-
selgrave, organizer of the Water Festival, back
in the 1930’s, it has grown tired from age and
weather damage.

The restoration, being undertaken by conser-
vator Steven Brown, will replace missing
wood, and will stabilize the canoe - hopefully
for at least another 150 years, and for many
more generations to admire and learn from.
Most importantly, to honor the people that first
lived here.

As members of the Swinomish Indian Tribal
Community, I would like to invite you to ob-
serve the work in progress, and watch the con-
servator and ask him questions about his res-
toration work. He’s had much experience in
this area, and is friendly and interesting to
speak with. I know he would be happy and
honored by your visit. At some point in the
project, a limited number of volunteers could
also be helpful.

He’s agreed to greet Tribal members on Tues-
days and Fridays, from 1pm, until probably 4-
5pm, until the project is completed, sometime
in June. If you’d like to pay a visit, please let
me know, or contact Theresa Trebon in the
Swinomish Tribal Archive, and (as other things

sometimes “pop” up) I will confirm that he will
be here for you.

I hope you’ll be able to see him work, and
watch as the Snakelum Family Canoe proudly
returns to its former beauty and physical
strength.

Thank you for your support and friendship.

Kindly,
Rick Castellano - Director Island County His-
torical Museum

Contact information:

Rick Castellano 360-678-3310 ed-ichs@whidbey.net

Theresa Trebon 360-466-7351 ttrebon@swinomish.nsn.us

The Snakelum Canoe in front of Charlie Snakelum home
Snakelum Point, Whidbey Island
Photo courtesy of Island County Historical Society
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CORNEL PEWEWARDY FRI. MAY 11TH, 2012

Comanche-Kiowa

BUILDING BRIDGES – Workshops & Performance

As a Native American, Cornel Pewewardy tells his students, “Columbus
didn’t discover us.” For the director of Portland State University’s Na-
tive American Studies program, it’s a way of teaching students to think
critically about U.S. history, tribal sovereignty, bullying, talking with
teachers/parents, identity politics, and negative ethnic stereotypes.
Pewewardy’s efforts were recognized by the National Indian Education

Association, which named him its 2009 Teacher of the Year.

8:45 am – Swinomish Youth Center

special flute performance and strategies to help tribal families and
children at school, working with non-native teachers/faculty. Call

Dorraine or Randall for more info

Afternoon training – TBA La Conner Schools

Bike to School Day is Wednesday, May 9th!

Submitted by: Tara Satushek

Receive a copy of
the electronic
qyuuqs!

Thank you to qyuuqs (Kee
Yoks) reader, Ben LaPointe,
who was the very first person to
sign up for the electronic version
of the qyuuqs (Kee Yoks)!

We announced via Facebook
that we were starting a new elec-
tronic version of the qyuuqs
(Kee Yoks). We are very
pleased with the amount of re-
sponse we received from the
community. Thank you to all
those who made the switch to
the electronic version!

If you are interested in switching
to the electronic version please
send an email to:

mvendiola@swinomish.nsn.us

and we will add you to the list!

Benefits:

 Receive the qyuuqs (Kee
Yoks) earlier!

 Reduce your carbon foot-
print by helping us reduce
the amount of paper we use
to print the qyuuqs!

 Look cool showing off your
qyuuqs on your smart
phone!
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*From the Enrollment Department



St. Paul’s Catholic Church, Swinomish
Submitted by Bev Peters

Funds are being raised to support 4 parishoners who

have the opportunity to attend a monumental occasion

for Catholics all over the world, but especially for Native

American Catholics. The canonization of Kateri Tekak-

witha, “Lily of the Mohawks,” has been approved by the

Pope because of a miracle that happened here in the

Northwest for a 6 year old Lummi Nation boy, with ties

to St. Paul’s at Swinomish.

Kateri Tekakwitha is the first Native American woman

to be venerated in the

roman Catholic Church.

Tekakwitha was beatified

by the Blessed Pope

John Paul II in 1980, and

will be canonized on Oc-

tober 21, 2012 at the St.

Peter’s Basilica, the Vati-

can, Rome, Italy.
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To the Swinomish Community:

My Name is Ernie Reynolds and I am new the

area. I would like to give a special thanks to

Theresa Trebon for giving me a picture of Grand-

ville Preston Knight (my dad) who I have never

seen before and all the helpful information she has

given me. I will be working for Fisheries and am

glad to be in the area. Thank you much,

Ernest Joseph

Happy 5th Birthday
Lydia!!!

We Love you to the Moon
and Back!!!

Love Dad, Mom and Sister.
Happy Birthday

Breeana Sampson!!!
May 11th.

1986 May Birthday’s

Happy 26th Birthday

Johnny, Cubby, Caroline, Katie &

In Loving Memory of John Dan Jr.

Dianne and Anthony !!!

Joey!!!

Marissah and Marriah

Love Auntie Caroline!

Marjorie Evelyn

James will gradu-

ate from Harvard

Law School on

June 24, 2012

Margie is the

youngest child of

Jeanne (Williams) James and Mark

(Butchie) James. The Williams, Ed-

wards, and James Clans are all very

proud of Margie and wish her the

best! We Love You.
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MAY

 9—Community Health
Fair & Dinner, Gym, 6pm

 May 11—Youth, Staff, &
Community Workshop,
Youth Ctr., 8am-noon

 12—Tribal Journeys Skip-
per’s Mtg. at Swinomish,
Gym, noon

 12-13—Nooksack Days
CR, Lummi Stommish
Grounds

 16—Canoe Family Com-
munity Dinner, Gym, 6PM

 17—”Blessing of the
Fleet”, Youth Center/Gym,
11am

 17—Food Commodities

 19—Coupeville Water Fes-
tival CR, Coupeville, WA

 19-20—Chillawack Landing
CR, Chillawack, BC

 19-20—Annual Hibulb Pow
Wow, Everett Community
College

 23—Tribal Mental Health
Conference, Skagit Resort

 24—Swinomish Women’s
Health Fair, Clinic, 9am-
4:30pm

 26-27—Memorial Day
Softball Tourney

 26-27—Seabird Water Fes-
tival CR, Seabird, BC

 28—Memorial Day Ser-
vices, Swinomish Ceme-
tery, 10am

 30—Swinomish Sobriety
Dinner, Gym, 6pm

JUNE

 2-3—Cultas Lake Water
Festival CR, Cultas Lake,
BC

 04—Swinomish Elder’s
Luncheon

 07—NWIC Graduation

 15-17—Stommish Water
Festival CR, Lummi, WA

 23-24—Cowichan Days,
Cowichan CR, BC

 30-July 1—Scowlitz CR,
Scowlitz, BC

JULY

 7-8—Whey ah wichen Days
CR, Cates Park, Vancou-
ver, BC

 12-14—7th Annual Vine
Deloria Symposium, North-
west Indian College

 14-15—Ambleside CR,
Vancouver, BC

 21-22—West Saanich CR
(TENTATIVE)

 Chemainus Bay CR, Che-
mainus Bay, BC

 30-31—Paddle to Squaxin
Protocol, Squaxin Island
Tribe

AUGUST

 01-05—Paddle to Squaxin
Protocol, Squaxin Island
Tribe

 11-12—Swinomish Water
Festival CR, Swinomish,
WA

 18-19—Chief Seattle Days,
Suquamish, WA

 23—Swinomish Commu-
nity Clam Bake

 24-26—Makah Days,
Makah, Washington

SEPTEMBER

 17—Fall Clean-up Day

OCTOBER
NOVEMBER
DECEMBER
 12—Christmas Distribu-

tion

*Please submit important dates to the
qyuuqs (Kee Yoks)!

*’CR’ denotes ‘canoe race’.
*Bolded text denotes Swinomish
Community event.
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FREE ADS: To place a free ad please contact the Kee Yoks at keeyoks@gmail.com

NAMAPAHH

First People's Radio

is hosted and produced by
Robin Carneen,

an enrolled member of the Swi-
nomish Indian Tribal Community,

in La Conner, WA. Topics include-
Native American news, views &
music & you can listen online at

(archives too!):
http://www.blogtalkradio.com/

namapahh_radio

Swinomish tribal member recommended!

Carvings and
Prints for sale by
Frank Campbell
360-333-2796

or 360-399-1043

:)

Get noticed! Free ad here.
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